HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES
changes in their environment, should clarify our con-
ception of the value of intellectual muddle.
For these reasons the traveller, before describing
what he has seen, even before setting out upon his
journey, should probe carefully the nature of his own
curiosity. What questions does he set out to answer?
And why? To travel without questions in the mind
is to travel blindly. To collect information not designed
to answer a general questionnaire is not really intelli-
gent, whatever may be the figures of sales of books
entitled, What I Saw in "Russia, My Search for Truth in
the "Land of the Bolsheviks, and so on. Indeed, since
"unbiased thinking" is a figment of vague thought,
it is essential for the traveller or writer to discover
exactly what motivates his journey or his book.
The importance of these remarks will be emphasised
if we give a few examples of historical perspectives
which are responsible for many of our intuitive atti-
tudes to Russia at the present time.
One especially dominant view starts with a common
factor, "human nature," in the light of which historical
movements may be judged. This basic element is con-
ceived as part generous, part evil, part methodical, part
slovenly, part altruistic, part sensual, part almost
everything, but never sublime. This common "nature"
is buoyed up for brief moments by the discovery of a
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